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One hundred and one! That is the
number of people who attended our
annual Holiday Dinner and Craft
Fair on December the 8th. One hunJanuary
dred and one lovely community
members braved the cold to enjoy
an evening together. I would like to thank everyone
who attended the dinner for making the evening a
successful, meaningful event. Since the event is
over and we can now look back fondly upon it
through our memories, I believe that THANK YOU’S
ARE IN ORDER! The BCC would like to express
gratitude to the wonderful, dedicated volunteers who
poured their hearts out to make this event happen.
The kitchen crew was Nancy and Butch Bottom,
Daniel Huls, Spirit Bottom, Laurie Church and Kathy
Wolff. The set up and take down crew was Laurie
King, Kay Brown, Elliot Brown, Jessie Brown and
Darlene Reid. The silent auction bakers were (Toi)
Yaowamala Sookgin, Pam Walker, Julie Stevens,
Joyce Church, Marty Taveres, Randy Krahn and Ida
Schellhous. Our Audio Engineer was Kent Stanley,
and our M.C. for the evening was Randy Krahn.
Thank you to the vendors who toted out their amazing wares for all of us to enjoy, and thank you to all
of the dutch raffle donors. We could not have made
this dinner happen had it not been for the generous
donations from the Holiday Funding Partnership,
Bridgeville Baptist Church, and Carl Campbell.
Lastly, our sincere appreciation goes out to the Bridgeville School for graciously allowing us the use of their
facilities, not only for this event but year round!
With this being our last edition of the year, I cannot help but think back over the past year, how
many obstacles we have overcome, how many triumphs we have experienced. We would not be here
today if not for our volunteers, volunteers who spring
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into action when called upon like little helper ninjas.
Some of our most dedicated volunteers are our
Bridgeville Community Center board, which consists
of seven board members: Kent Stanley, Nancy
Herzog-Bottom, Kay Brown, Joyce Church, Laurie
King, Roger Schellhous and Kathy Wolff. They are
my rocks, they make the tough decisions, and they
are there when you call on them at a moment’s notice. They are wise, respected, and good-hearted
community members. I am proud to work with these
people, to call them my board and my friends.
Thank you for your service to our community.
I am also grateful, from the bottom of my heart, to
our commodity volunteers who are here each month
(religiously):
Judy McClintock, Nancy HerzogBottom, Claudia Sauers, Laurie King, Karen Sanderson and Kay Brown. They are here rain or shine
breaking their backs to make our distributions happen. You are volunteer rockstars!
On Sunday, January the 15th from 12-2 pm area
residents will gather for the Community Luncheon
hosted by Bridgeville United (community members
surveying community members). They will be asking the burning question “What would make our
community a better place?”
If you have not received or
turned in a survey, you can
get one on this day. If you
have not turned in your survey, you can do this during
the event. This will be a
catered event with tri-tip and
chicken on the menu. We
Inside this Month
hope to see all of you there.
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HWY 36 Traffic Update: If you are
traveling Highway 36, know that the
roadwork between mile marker 36
(above Triumphant Life Camp) and
mile marker 40 (Dinsmore Bridge)
stops traffic between 7:00am and
6:00pm, Mon-Thursday. 7:00 to 3:00pm on Friday.
They have up to 3 stops along that stretch at this
time. They do not work weekends. They should
complete this phase of the project by January 13th.
Please watch for the increased traffic as HWY 299 is
closed. Please plan your travel accordingly!

Bridgeville Quilters
The BridgeFest quilters will have their first
meeting of the year on January 9th at 1:00
pm at the BCC, bring your ideas and fabric
scraps!

BRIDGEVILLE Volunteer
FIRE Department
Happy New Year,
I would like to thank my crew for all their hard
work and training they have done: Brandon Barnwell, Dane Pond, Tammy Farmer, Garrett Barnwell,
Norman Grant, Scott Katzdom, Dave Vegliano, Allison Barnwell, James Nelson, Lauri Barnwell. If it
wasn’t for all these people, the BVFD wouldn’t be
what it is today. Thank you so much.
I would like to thank the community for all their
support and donations.
If you would like to be part of the team, you can
come to the Bridgeville Volunteer Fire Department
meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at 6pm in
the Bridgeville Community Center.
Calls for 2016
MEDICAL: 46
TRAFFIC COLLISION: 43
VEHICLE FIRE: 4
SMOKE CHECK: 4
RESIDENTIAL FIRE: 3
WILD LAND FIRE: 3
HAZ-MAT: 3

Thank you all,
Ben Fleek, Fire Chief

Who are the members of the Bridgeville
Community Center Board of Directors?
Kent Stanley, President; Laurie King, Treasurer;
Kay Brown, Joyce Church, Nancy Herzog-Bottom
Roger Schellhous, Kathy Wolff

Bridgeville Community Center
Mission Statement
“The Bridgeville Community Center is dedicated to
improving the quality of life for all our community
members. We are committed to bringing people of all
ages together to encourage good health, self-esteem,
creativity, and personal development.”

Humboldt County Bookmobile
Read A
Book
They Deliver
Bridgeville School
10:30 - 11:30
Dinsmore (next to Laundromat) 12:15 - 2:15
Carlotta (Martin & Shirley's)
3:30 - 4:30
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School News

By Tammy Farmer

by Joyce Church

In the past, great
things have been accomplished by finding
out what the needs of
the Bridgeville Community are. From a
need, we as a community began: the Head
Start Program, the
Bridgeville Community Center, BridgeFest, the
Senior lunch, the Senior exercise program, the
food distribution services, the Van Duzen Watershed Fire Safe Council, the Firewise Community
accreditation, the Volunteer Hospice, the Volunteer Fire Department and the Bridgeville Fire Protection District. I am sure that throughout our history there were more than that, but everything
starts by the community saying what they need,
want or desire in this community.
Bridgeville United’s goal is to find out what our
current status is. Luckily, we are doing this assessment paid for by a grant from St. Joseph Health.
Bridgeville United is in the early stages of this
grant. Our only job right now is to listen to the people. In the late spring of 2017 we will analyze the
surveys but for now we just need to collect the
data.
We are keeping it simple. We will have a community gathering on January 15th and February
19th from 12 to 2 pm at the Bridgeville Elementary
School. We will serve lunch and have all of the
current surveys displayed on a stringer across the
gym and we will add the new surveys collected. To
my knowledge the last analysis was done by our
Fire Safe Council, 10 years ago.
Later on in 2017, after we compile the responses, we will have open meetings to discuss
the top 5 concerns of this community.
This is a great opportunity to visit with our
friends and neighbors and to take action.
Come join us! There will be great food and door
prizes.

Happy New Year!
Yes, believe it or not 2016 has already come to
an end. This school year is just flying by, and December has moved at record speed. The students
have been very busy this month, first with Miss Taylor’s class going to Grizzly Creek to observe the
salmon with Mr. Steinberg. The entire school then
enjoyed ice skating and hot chocolate at the Humboldt Ice Rink. This years’ rink was about twice the
size of last years, and the students seemed to have
a great time. After we skated we enjoyed lunch at
the park where the students could play after they
had finished eating. The next week the school took a
field trip to the Ferndale Repertory Theater to watch
a free show put on for just Humboldt County
schools. This year’s presentation was an original
take on the Charles Dickens holiday classic, “A
Christmas Carol.” “A Fernie and Dale Christmas
Carol” was the tale of two of Ferndale Repertory
Theatre’s oldest ghosts. The vaudeville duo of
Fernie and Dale, slip back to earth just in time for
the Christmas season. There seem to be just one
problem, neither can remember quite how the story
ends. Our student all seemed to have a great time
and were on their best behavior which made me and
all the adults with us very proud. We then went to
Westside Pizza to enjoy lunch. Next thing you know
it was time for the Winter Program and the Christmas Store. The Winter program was a great success
as always. The students enjoyed our special guest
and the treats they received. The Christmas Store
ran for two days to give all the students the opportunity to purchase gifts for family and friends at a very
reasonable price. I want to thank all of the volunteers who were here to help with the store. A school
this small can’t make it without the help of everyone.
School will resume on January 9, 2017. Hope you
have a wonderful break and a Happy New Year.

The New Year Tradition
The celebration of the new year on January 1st is a
relatively new phenomenon. The earliest recording of a
new year celebration is believed to have been in Mesopotamia, c. 2000 B.C. and was celebrated around the
time of the vernal equinox, in mid-March. A variety of
other dates tied to the seasons were also used by various ancient cultures. The Egyptians, Phoenicians, and
Persians began their new year with the fall equinox,
and the Greeks celebrated it on the winter solstice.

Happy New Year to All!

Carol Ann Conners
License OE79262

Greg Conners
License 0488272

Patterson/Conners Insurance Services
654 Main Street, Fortuna CA 95540
707-725-3400

Healthy Spirits

By Lauri Rose, RN

Sometimes I believe that humans are hardwired to
give more attention to the negative than the positive. It
kind of makes sense. You need to be more alert to a
bear about to eat you than your neighbor about to hug
you. But being bombarded daily with so much negativity makes it hard to swim to the surface and see that
sunshine still exists. Martin Precthel says, “…the most
negative maneuver of the present trend is to keep people falsely angry about unchangeable things while
keeping them apathetic about heinous things people
really can change…We are induced to hate each
other’s differences, all of which keeps good people
from getting to know and admire each other…we
should endorse a courageous coming together...to
convert the sorrow of our losses into a beautiful culture
instead of into bullets and small thinking.”
It may look like it takes a Gandhi or a Martin Luther
King to change the world but what it really takes is you
having personal integrity and standing up for what you
know is right in your every day life. Martin Luther King
got the spotlight but it wouldn’t have happened without
thousands of Rosa Parks.
We have to start being the change we want. Don’t
buy the lie that says you can’t change. You are no
more an idiot than the next person, and if they can create a life of joy and kindness you can too. And don’t
buy the lie that the world can’t change. If we don’t let
ourselves get splintered into fractions so we can be
manipulated more easily, we could even have a world
without wars and the economic blight they bring (just
think what could be done socially with the billion dollars
a day we spent in Iraq).
Human beings are social animals. Unlike tigers,
bears and other lone beasties we live in groups and
interact with each other. It is time that we recognize
our greatest self interest is served when we cooperate,
gracefully receiving and giving in turn. We know that
we are stronger together than apart, we know it deeply
and even genetically or we would have stayed solitary
creatures.
It’s not about everyone agreeing on the right way to
get there (whatever ‘there’ we are talking about at the
time). What is most important is that we all become
active participants in creating what we want to see in
our world. We must all become activists, serving as
role models by living up to our own values. Even if we
only do small random acts like giving socks to a homeless person or confronting someone throwing trash on
the highway, we are changing the world for the better.
We need to recognize that we are all working towards
the same goal – happiness for ourselves and our loved
ones and it is more easily found with kindness and
care than with blame. We must remember to see the
goodness in each other.
Now get out there and make a difference – only you
can do it.
Practice Gratitude, Forgive Often, Work Hard

“Dear MFP” (Master Food Preserver)
By Dottie Simmons

Plan your Pantry for 2017
Planning for this year’s pantry starts now! If you
garden, those seed catalogs are piling up. This is
the time to plan for food preservation.
First and foremost: what does your family like to
eat? Fill your pantry with staples and have a small
area for new experimental flavors – think of things
that are quick, easy meals, and what goes into them.
That can mean a lot of tomatoes, particularly the
‘paste’ type, for a variety of sauces, catsup, salsas,
juice and soup on the shelves. Also onions and peppers for salsa. Another staple is green beans. If you
like pickles, make sure to have pickling cucumbers.
Sauerkraut? Plant cabbage. Does your family like
pickled beets? Frozen corn? Plan accordingly. It
doesn’t always take a lot of any one thing. We can
mixed vegetables to mix with broth for rich, hearty
soups on these cold winter days. It only takes a little
each of several varieties of vegetables to have a
batch or two to go in the canner.
Don’t forget foods to dry or freeze and those
that take to long term storage, such as potatoes and
winter squash.
Consider what you need the most of, available
garden space, and cost. If you are doing the work for
staples, a lot of ingredients in the garden is a bonus.
If you only put up small amounts of specialty items,
such as jams and chutneys, you won’t be out too
much money for the value of the goods.
So how much to grow to can what you need?
Here are some guidelines of quantity of food
needed:
· Beans (green, snap, wax): About 120 feet of garden row for a family of four
· Beets: About 40 feet of garden row for a family
of four
· Corn: 4 ounces of seed, about 120 feet of garden row, should feed a family of four
· Tomatoes: 33 plants should produce enough for
sauce, juice, and whole tomatoes for a family of 4
In any given year your garden yield will be different, so always have a little extra. It never hurts to
share if you end up with too much. Seed packets or
plant tags often indicate size of mature fruit, helping
give you an idea of yield when planning how many
plants to grow.
Questions about food preservation? Send them to:
bridgevillenews@yahoo.com
Questions about the Master Food Preserver Program?
Contact the Humboldt County Cooperative Extension Office at: 5630 S. Broadway, Eureka, CA 95503, Phone:
(707) 444-9334, or: http://cehumboldt.ucdavis.edu

Sunday, January 15, 2017
Community Luncheon
12-2 pm
This is a FREE community event.
EVERYONE is invited to the gathering.
The purpose of this luncheon is to collect survey forms and
to meet with our friends and neighbors.
The only survey question is
WHAT WOULD MAKE OUR COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE?
Catering will be provided by Doris and Daughter
The menu will include Tri-Tip and Pecan Crusted Chicken
Salads, Sides and Desserts
This will be held in the Bridgeville School gym.

Door Prizes
Funding provided by St. Joseph Health

ARE WE CRAZY OR WHAT?

TRCCG N e ws

(BACK TO THE LAND in our 60's and beyond)

Two Rivers Community Care Group

Decisions, Feathers
and Idiosyncrasies - Part 73

Thank you

Well, we have finally finished our personal contemplation and deliberation of getting old while getting “Back to the Land When You Are Between 62
and 73 While Infirm, Insane and Fretting to Keep
Doing Stuff.” Our answer seems to be that if we finish the main construction stuff - the other door in the
barn, the bathroom extension and tiling, the additional living room to the cabin, the cabin floors, the
grey water system change, a new permanent greenhouse, finalized fencing to the big garden, replacing
the sick fruit trees, putting a top on the outdoor
chicken run to keep the hawks out, the studio outhouse and trim and fixing the clothes line – maybe
we can make it another 10 years if we don’t keel
over in the meantime. So that’s our decision and will
remain that way through the month of January, for
sure.
We got a scare the other day. We went to close
up the chickens and found thousands of chicken
feathers all over the yard. Then found Bruce, the
rooster, huddled under the shed, whining, and the
hens scrunched up on top of each other in the coop,
while two neighbor dogs were scooting out of the
coop and chicken yard. All chicks were accounted
for, but our gorgeous white bard hen had been
feather-mauled and scraped. So Lyn stormed to the
neighbors with smoke coming out of her ears. We
got our message across that no neighboring animals
are allowed near our chicks or stuff, under penalty of
a casualty. I guess we are now legitimate ranchers,
with no trespassing signs posted on our chests!
Here is where we see that each of us has our
special skills and idiosyncrasies. Kate is the organizer of household and resource yard, Lyn is the Land
Marshal, Kate does the books and makes lists, Lyn
fills the social calendar, Kate decorates the house
for company, Lyn makes the salve, Kate cooks and
cleans, Lyn toughs it out with the sawdust buckets
and wood, Kate designs and orders, Lyn constructs,
Kate volunteers in depth, Lyn carries the stuff, Kate
writes poetry and articles, Lyn markets our products,
Kate is garden manager, Lyn keeps up with politics
while Kate holds her hands over her ears, and Kate
& Lyn daydream about travel where Kate researches
and arranges while Lyn finds the funds needed to
go.
So, there you are….two crones, and their
chicks, “staying alive”!

Thank you to our ever generous community and
everyone who purchased tribute ornaments for the
TRCCG fundraiser. The fundraiser was met with a
lot of positive feedback and people enjoyed having
the Tribute Tree up in the Van Duzen/Mad River
Community Hall for everyone to admire during the
November and December community events. Many
people bought ornaments in memory of someone
who had died but ornaments also commemorated
anniversaries, grandchildren, friends, families and
even pets. Some ornaments were prayers for those
in crisis “J.H. – health and healing”. The heartfelt
messages were only constrained by peoples’ imaginations and the 15 character limit. There were so
many gorgeous ornaments covering the tree that the
tree itself was nearly invisible. To see all the love in
the community made visible on this tree was deeply
touching. Next time we hope to have a tree in
Bridgeville as well as the one in Mad River.
The money raised from the ornament sales will
go to pay TRCCG’s insurance, which is our major
expense. Any leftover funds will be used for educational materials like Durable Power of Attorney for
Healthcare forms and books about caregiving or
death that can be given or loaned to clients. When
funds allow we will also be able to give small grants
to clients for needed equipment like grab bars or assistive devices.
Each beautiful ornament was unique and individualized for the person it was tribute to. I want to
end this thank you note with a very special thank
you to Dottie Simmons for doing all the beautiful artwork. As always, thank you Dottie for all your talented help.
TRCCG WILL BE OFFERING A CAREGIVING
CLASS IN JANUARY OR FEBRUARY (date to be announced) CALL THE COMMUNITY CENTER IF YOU
ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING.

Valley View Realty
Irene Hetrick
(707) 845-5751
ihetrick@live.com
See all current listings in the area:

www.Highway36.com

Thank You
Thank you Sponsors
for making the newsletter possible.
2016 Newsletter Sponsors
Pam Markovich, Mel Shuman, Gyula and Iren
Gyenis, Lauri Rose, Georgia Howeth, Michael and
Clover Howeth, Richard & Carol Holland, W Dean
Cunningham, Ruben Segura, Angel Russell, George
and Kathy Hayes, Michael Guerriero and Rosemarye Valentine, Carlene and Kenneth Richardson,
John & Margaret Rice, Stephen Barager & Ilene
Mandelbaum, Charris Arlett, William C. May, James
and Judith Nelson, Elizabeth A. Engel, Jim & Francine Rizza, Susan Gordon, Dana Johnston & Pam
Walker, Karen Sanderson, Claudia Sauers, Dottie
and Dennis Simmons, Dean Martin, Ceci Lemieux,
Lyn Javier and Kate McCay, Judy Coleman, Denis
and Lavonne Warren, John Church, Gloria & Graham Cottrell, James and Patricia Nunneley, Swains
Flat Outpost, Wayne and Betty Heaton, Catherine
Burgess, Roger and Ida Schellhous, Kent Stanley,
Michael and Virginia Mullan, Hunt Family Ranch,
Mercer-Fraser Company, Arlene Longnickel
Bridgeville Community Center is a Federal non-profit organization. Please consider donating to support the newsletter and the community center.

To be a sponsor for this newsletter, please
send a contribution of $25 or more to BCC,
or through our website via paypal:
Bridgeville Community Newsletter
P. O. Box 3
Bridgeville, CA 95526

For Information, contact BCC at (707) 777-1775
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”
― Martin Luther King Jr.

Please spay and neuter your
pets. Need help getting your cat
fixed? Call 442-SPAY

The Mad Group - Invites you to join us!!

AA

When: Sundays @ 2:00 pm
Wednesdays @ 5:30 pm
Where: Community Center, Mad
River (on Van Duzen Road)

Bridgeville
Trading Post
Care Giving Class Offered: TRCCG will be
offering a care giving class in January or
Feb. Communication techniques, including
practice with listening skills will be covered
including how to help someone in grief. This
is tentatively planned as a 1 ½ day class.
Cost will be sliding scale. No one will be
turned away. If you are interested please
contact the BCC 777-1775 or Lauri Rose –
777-3008 and we will keep you posted on
the details as they become available.
Southern Trinity Health Services transportation program - From Southern Trinity
Health Services in Mad River to Hayfork,
Fortuna and Bridgeville. Call STHS Dispatcher for schedule (707) 574-6616 ext. 261
Volunteer Firemen Wanted– The Bridgeville, Mad River, and Ruth Volunteer Fire
Departments are looking for volunteers. The
house they save may be yours or your
neighbors. Contact them directly to sign up.
Southern Trinity Fire: 574-6536
EMT Classes- What to be a STAR? - EMT
classes are being offered by Southern Trinity
Area Recue (STAR) in February. There is a
shortage of EMTs for the volunteer ambulance service. We also need dispatchers, responders, and drivers. Please call Brooke at
707-574-6616 x209. Classes starting in
February.

The Bridgeville Baptist Church
Sunday School- 9:45-10:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship- 11:00-12:00
We are on Alderpoint Road, just past the
Bridgeville Bridge off Hwy 36.
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Sunday
1

Monday
2

Happy
New Year

Tuesday
3

(BES no school
1st - 8th)

Wednesday
4

BVFD Meeting
6pm

Thursday

Friday

5

6

9

10

- BES School
Board @ 5:30
- BV Fire District
Meeting, 5 pm,
BCC
- BridgeFest
quilters @ 1pm

15
Bridgeville
United Luncheon 12-2 pm
22

16

BCC closed

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Bookmobile
10:30-11:30

17

USDA Commodities, 10 am
– 4 pm, BCC

Martin Luther
King Day

23

7

BCC board
meeting at 3:30

BCC closed

8

Saturday

24

25

26

27

28
Chinese
New Year

BCC MobileFood
Pantry- Dinsmore,
11 am-1 pm

29

30

31

BCC Board Meeting Feb 2nd

Call 1 (800) NO BUTTS
New Start, Stop Smoking

WEEKLY:
BCC Closed January 3rd and 6th
Mondays: BCC CLOSED
Tuesdays: Strength & balance exercise class 10:30-11:30
Thursdays: Strength & balance exercise class 10:30-11:30
Senior Lunch 11:30 – 1

www.BridgevilleCommunityCenter.org

Local Community Breakfasts
Every First Sunday of the Month
6 Rivers - Mad River Community Center 8–11
Every Second Sunday of the Month
Breakfast at the Van Duzen Grange, Carlotta
BVFD Breakfast cancelled until further notice

